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New Digital Work — opportunities or disen-

franchisement?

EMO Hannover showcasing optimum working environment designs

Frankfurt am Main, 13 September 2023. — Under the banner of The Future
of Business, EMO Hannover 2023 from September 18 to 23 will be focusing
on strategies for staying competitive. "In addition to new business models,
new markets, new sales channels, and creative solutions for sales financing,
these also include intelligent design of the working environment," says Dr. Wil-
fried Schéafer, Executive Director of the EMO organizer VDW (German Ma-
chine Tool Builders' Association), Frankfurt am Main, Germany. "Such designs
will have to meet the company’s digitalization demands, but also include the

use of digital tools which allow it to become and remain agile," Schafer adds.

EMO Hannover will address this topic, covering many different aspects and
best practices in two half-day conferences on 20 and 21 September 2023. The
VDW and the Institute for Innovation and Technology (iit), Berlin, are extending
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an invitation to the New Digital Work - opportunities or disenfranchisement?

conference within the Innovation Forum in Hall 9, G32.

New Work is a buzzword that has been frequently heard since mobile working
became commonplace. "In fact, it's about much more than just working from
home or mobile working," says Ernst Andreas Hartmann, Research Director at
iit. "We need to be organizing flexible work structures so that companies can
continue to function effectively despite shortages of skilled workers." To ensure
that the digital transformation is a success, it is essential to secure the digital
sovereignty not only of the company as a whole, but also of each employee.
Digital sovereignty is the ability of companies and employees to use digital

technologies proficiently, independently and securely for their own benefit.

The conference will make use of a variety of formats, ranging from lectures
and panel discussions through to interviews in order to address the challenges
and opportunities that the world of work will hold for employers and employees
in the future. It will focus on the aspects that employers will need to optimize,

and the prospects for remaining competitive.

For example, what is the relationship between employee autonomy and corpo-
rate innovativity? The lecture by Gina Glock, Dresden University of Technol-
ogy, sheds light on the Innovativity in manufacturing: a question of autonomy.
Based on selected industries, it highlights which aspects of work autonomy —
such as the use of artificial intelligence — can influence innovation in organiza-

tions.

"Al can be shaped. The key is to develop and deploy it in a way that supports

people in their work while boosting their productivity and competitiveness —
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across the entire economy. Here, co-determination is an essential and proven
means of ensuring that new work is also good work," believes Judith Peterka,
Head of the Al Observatory, Federal Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
(BMAS). She will give a keynote on the topic of How are digital technologies

changing the working society of today and tomorrow?

Finally, Simon Kreuzwieser and Andreas Kimmig from the Karlsruhe Institute
of Technology (KIT) will be exploring Human-Machine-Interaction in Innovative
Work Environment 4.0 — A Human-Centered Approach. "Companies are hav-
ing to adapt to evolving requirements. The challenge facing employees is that
they need to learn and use new technologies in order to raise their efficiency
levels. Digital tools such as robotic process automation, artificial intelligence
and virtual reality will make a decisive change to the world of work in the fu-

ture," they believe.

These are just three of the wide range of aspects and perspectives on the fu-
ture of work. These and many other interesting presentations and discussions

await participants at the Innovation Forum in Hall 9. Click https://emo-hanno-

ver.de/event/emo-hannover-forum-new-digital-work for the full program. Drop

by and see for yourself.

Background

EMO Hannover 2023 — World's Leading Trade Fair for Production Technology

Around 1,850 manufacturers of production technology from 42 countries will be presenting
smart technologies from the entire value chain at EMO Hannover 2023 from 18 to 23 Septem-
ber 2023. Under the banner of Innovate Manufacturing, the world's leading trade fair for produc-
tion technology will showcase the entire range of modern metalworking technology which is at
the heart of every industrial production process. The latest equipment will be on display, as will
efficient technical solutions, product-related services, sustainable production methods and much
more besides. The main focus of EMO Hannover is on cutting and forming machine tools, man-
ufacturing systems, precision tools, automated material handling, computer technology, indus-
trial electronics and accessories. EMO visitors come from all major industrial sectors including
machine and plant construction, the automotive industry and parts suppliers, aerospace technol-
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ogies, precision engineering and optics, shipbuilding, medical engineering, tool and mold mak-

ing, steel and lightweight construction. EMO Hannover is the number one international meeting
place for the industry. EMO is a registered trademark of the European machine tool association
Cecimo. EMO is organized by the VDW (German Machine Tool Builders' Association), Frankfurt
am Main, Germany.
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You can also obtain this press release directly at
https://emo-hannover.de/pressemitteilungen

Press photos are available for download in our media library.
https://emo-hannover.de/bild-datenbank
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